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The Editorial Committee do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Commiittee before the 15th of
the previous month.

Madras Irrigation Works Legislation.

Under stress of emergency the Government have understaod
the great need there is to conserve and extend irrigation works in
this province in an effective manner. About one fifth of our pro-
vince is under Zamindari tenure. It covers an area nearly of a crore
and 30 lakhs of acres. The Government hold that in many estates
irrigation works are in a bad state of repair. Consequently a consi-
derable extent of land is either left waste or fails to yield the-
maximum return: As it is of utmost importance to increase the
production of food crops in the present emergency, the Government
have decided that they should afford and enlarge facilities for grow-
ing such orops in the possible areas. Therefore, they propose to
take steps ; by legislation, to bring under their own control the repair,
maintenshoe, and development of irrigation sources in the Zamindari
areas. They do not stop with that. They desire to get their
control over all privately owned dources of irrigation. The Bill
authorises the Government to repair and improve any existing
private irrigation works and to construct new works on private
lands. The Legislation contemplated, however, is not a measure for
the period of the present emergency. It is a permanent measure.
It is good that itisso ; because, after all, it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to do all they can to imprave the food position for the people
and keep it well equal to the needs of a growing population. Times
without number the Government themsgelves had to face serious
criticism that they could not take measures to keep irrigation sources
fully fit and extend them to meet the needs of the poor cultivator of
this country. We are glad that this war, with all its ugly horrors
" and untold hardships, has at least had this good result of awakening
the Government in India to the need of extending, improving, and
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keeping in efficient repair, irrigation facilities. This piece of legis-
lation now contemplated makes also provision for the Government
to supply water from their own sources and charge fees for such
supply. There is one point, however, in the whole legislatian that
requires some amount of reconsideration by the Government. The
landholder who will be liable to pay the cost of the measures taken
for improvements and fresh construction. will have a right
to apply under Clause ii of Sec. 30 of the Estates Land Act, for
an enhancement of the rents payable by the ryots benefitted. It
should not be open to the landholder to make profits out of
this very much needed reform. Under this act, the ryot cannot
refuse the facility created by the Government. So. the Zamindar
will be in a position to collect an enhoncement without reference
to the advantage the ryot gets. The rate at which such an enhance-
ment may be claimed is also not defined. It is likely that very
difficult circumstance will arise for the ryot on account of these
short-comings. 1t is well that the ryots concerned are consulted
before the improvement or construction is taken up. It is possible
that the Government has this consultation in mmind and intends to
achieve it through rules of procedure which it has rower to pass ; but
this is so important, from the ryot’s view point, that an assurance to
this effect may well be incorporated in the act itself. About the
second point of the liability of the ryot to pay enhanced rent the
position as to the extent of the levy must be made crystal clear.
In truth, the landholder must have created these facilities long ago
in virtue of the trust reposed in him by the ruling power. He has
owefully néglected his trust. He deserves really no return when
that trust is being enforced by that ruling power. Yet, as it is
likely to be urged that he may not be deprived of aminimum return
on his investment, the return he gets should, in no case, exceed the
return-that the ruling power gets on its schemes of a similar nature.
The Cuddappah-Kurnool canal, for instance, yields but 12 annas
per cent per annum. Why a similar work should pay the landholder
more one cannot see, It is as much the duty of the landholder to
ocreate facilities for irrigation as of the ruling power, for the good of
the ryot ; not for the return that will acoure on the investment. It
is therefore necessary that the Government do fix attention on this
aspect befare final shape is given to the enactment.

—————

Rural Reconstruction in Mysore,

During modern times Mysore has forged ahead with village
improvement much better than the neighbouring British area. Ag
early as 1890 Mysore passed a village sanitation act. I[ts Panoha-
yat Aot came into existence in 1926, six years later than the Madras
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Panchayats Act. But there in Mysore, Panchayats were compul-
gorily constituted. To-day, there is not one village without thpe Pan-
chayat rule. Further, Mysore utilised the labour power of the
villagers to the fullest extent to improve the villages. The Soma-
varada Kelasa or contribution of labour by every householder on
Mondays, to fill up pits, to cut down unwanted shrub growth, to
make village roads connecting with main roads, and the encourage-
ment given to tree planting in a number of ways, have so well helped
the advance of villages in the Mysore state, that the very approach
to a Mysore village pleases you and a tidiness has come over the
village which is seen nowhere in the adjacent areas. Supply of
electric current to rural areas has beautified villages in Mysore
much further. The Mysore Government wag not satisfied with what
it had done. What had so far been done was under official control and
necessarily as much result as was expected was not achieved. A
five year plan was formulated in 1936. For five years no more than
264 villages could be worked. Therefore, the Government of the
State have undertaken a new five year plan. They do not now
only on official agency. Non-official agency workers are being
depend trained. Only parts of each taluk will be put in charge of
guch workers each year. Thus in five years the full area would be
covered. These non-official workers will be expected to co-ordinate
the work of different departmental officers.in fact “* to assist in
creating a live interest iu the villages ”. Evidently, these trained
non-official workers are expected to be friend, philosopher and
guide to the Panchayats in the selected area. We may possibly claim
that what we have so olten urged in these pages, to bring a number
of Panchayats in a manageable area under thoe influence of a well
trained non-official worker and press into co-ordinated service the
valuable activities of different departments hasbeen recognised in
Mysore, an area outside our official jurisdiction, even after very good
work put in through Government channels and under its control.
Wee hope this lesson will be taken note of by the Madras Govern-
ment and schemes formulated for training of men and starting of
joint Committees of Panchayats to which these trained men may be
attached.

Sri Sathianadhan, I. C S., on Co-operative Stores.

We have elsewhere published extracts from the opening speech
of Sri W.R.S. Sathianadhan, 1.C.8, Registrar of Co-operative
Societies, Madras, at the Conference of Co-operative Stores held at
T. U. C. S. building in Triplicane on 5th June 1943. The last para.
graph sets forth his faith in co.operative stores as a movement of
social justice and the second paragraph sets forth how he yearns for
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the success of the movement and with that burning love for it he ad-
dresses stores to learn to be pleasant to the customers—the one great
characteristic to make salesmanship perfect. We congratulate the
workers in the field that they have such a registrar to guide them.
Even tempers may be trained with fraining in business methods.
We should earnestly hope that the Registrar will encourage widely
the training of non-official workers for these jobs, be it in short
courses of a week or ten days like the one held at Mangalagiri,
Tinnevelly District, sometime ago. Nothing is so conducive to
success in the Co-operative field as education of workers as well as
constituents on as extensive a scale as possible.
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